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ENERGY TRANSFORMATION STRATEGY 
Statement by Minister for Energy 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Energy) [9.05 am]: I rise to inform the house of the action 
the McGowan government is taking to address the challenges and seize the opportunities presented by the 
unprecedented transformation being experienced in our power system. This transformation is being driven by 
technological changes, which are leading to a greater take-up of large-scale renewables and distributed energy 
resources, such as small-scale solar and battery systems. 
It is truly an exciting time for the electricity sector, and one that offers tremendous opportunities for Western Australia. 
However, change also comes with challenges. In this case, the intermittent and uncontrolled nature of large-scale 
renewables and distributed energy resources is, at times, making it more difficult to manage the power system. For 
this reason, on 6 March I announced the “Energy Transformation Strategy: A Brighter Energy Future”—the 
government’s work program to deliver cleaner, more affordable and more reliable electricity to consumers for 
years to come. The strategy has three main areas of action: first, the development of a whole-of-system plan for 
the south west interconnected system to guide investment in infrastructure and to inform policy, regulatory and 
market development decisions; second, changes to modernise the regulatory frameworks for the connection of 
generators to Western Power’s network and the operation of the wholesale electricity market, including changes 
to essential system security services and the removal of barriers to connect new technologies, such as utility-scale 
batteries; and, finally, the development of a road map to integrate growing levels of distributed energy resources 
in a way that maximises benefits and reduces risks to the power system. 
On 20 May 2019, I announced the establishment of the Energy Transformation Taskforce to deliver this work. The 
task force, which reports directly to me as the Minister for Energy, comprises senior representatives from key 
government agencies and, importantly, is led by an independent chair, Mr Stephen Edwell. Mr Edwell has 
extensive experience in energy sector regulation, market design, policy, and utility reform. In fact, Mr Edwell led 
the reform program that established our current network access framework and the wholesale electricity market 
operating in the SWIS. The task force will be supported by the newly established energy transformation 
implementation unit within the Department of Treasury, which is exclusively dedicated to the delivery of the 
strategy. Our plan is to complete the work program by mid-2021. To achieve this, the task force will be holding 
an important meeting this afternoon to determine the time frame and sequence for the delivery of each key 
component of the strategy. Stakeholder input and collaboration will be critical in ensuring the successful and timely 
implementation of this body of work. The Energy Transformation Taskforce is committed to working with 
industry, consumers and government stakeholders to set up Western Australia for a brighter energy future. The 
time for undertaking reviews of the electricity market is long gone. It is time for action. I look forward to sharing 
the upcoming achievements of the Energy Transformation Taskforce with the house. 
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